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Then you are going to love imported 

food. 
And the Endangered Species Act has 

been used as a weapon to stop people 
from farming, from timbering, from 
mining, basic things that we need in 
order to have our electronics, to have 
copper for our wiring, any of those 
things. 

b 2120 
It has been such a weapon since 1973, 

when it was passed with good inten-
tions. And I still think we need to have 
it. It saved the bald eagle. It saved a 
lot of things. But also, its record over-
all, looking at savings of endangered 
species, is a pretty low number. Why? 
Because of ridiculous regulations and 
ridiculous biological opinions that 
don’t even connect the dots of how this 
is going to help the salmon in the 
Klamath River or farther up in Wash-
ington where they want to rip some of 
those dams out, too, and take away 
that hydroelectric power. 

Where are we going to get the stored 
water? Where are we going to get the 
hydroelectric power? You want to com-
pletely rely on what is a narrow part of 
the grid, solar power or wind power? 
You can’t even rely on those, not for a 
major part of the grid. We need to have 
24–7 electricity you can count on with 
either biomass, wood products stacked 
on the deck, the waste wood that 
should come from the forestry that we 
should be doing but aren’t doing nearly 
fast enough, or natural gas plants. We 
have so much gas in this country now 
because of hydraulic fracturing, but 
that is vilified, too. 

Pipelines bringing energy where it is 
needed is vilified, too, because they are 
using an endangered species somewhere 
as a tool to stop these developments. 

Americans, enjoy these high prices 
you are getting right now. Enjoy these 
shortages of electricity, of fuel, the 
higher cost of food, the shortage of cer-
tain food items, because the usage of 
the Endangered Species Act—and the 
usage of other environmental laws that 
have been abused—that has been com-
pletely taken out of context from the 
original intent like Congress passed 
back in 1973 or layered upon in recent 
years. 

We have to reform this process. It is 
not because Republicans want to plun-
der the planet. That is so tiresome. 
Any time we talk about forest manage-
ment, oh, you are going to clear cut ev-
erything—I’m from northern Cali-
fornia—from here to Oregon, or some-
where else. 

That is not it at all. Talk to any 
smart timber operation, and they have 
80- to 100-year plans for the private 
lands that they manage. If you could 
fly over and look at how these 
timberlands are managed, you can tell 
there is generally a checkerboard of 
private land versus Federal land. You 
can see the different squares as they 
are managed either before a fire, ongo-
ing, or after a fire. 

Just fly over one 3 years after a fire 
and see who has actually been out 

there cleaning up their lands and try-
ing to restore things versus unmanaged 
Federal land, which is still the big 
mess it was right after the fire. You 
will see the way the government is 
doing it, the way the left is foisting 
these ridiculous rules and laws upon us 
and not allowing us to do reasonable 
reform to bring just a little bit of bal-
ance back into what was passed 50 
years ago into what we have to deal 
with. 

At this time, when we are watching 
things go way off-kilter here under this 
administration, I just remind those 
watching to look at the root cause. It 
all ties together, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, other environmental laws, 
other lawsuits, when you can’t even 
turn around to do a simple thing with-
out somebody coming after you, suing 
you over it. 

Look around your own home. Try to 
build a deck on your own home and 
someone is going to try to environ-
mentally slow you down on that these 
days. Farmers are getting fined for 
building a pond on their land in the 
Western States in order to retain a lit-
tle more water for their cattle. 

When you see the high prices of these 
things all happening, look at the root 
cause. Enjoy these high prices of fuel 
and electricity and the shortage there, 
and know it is not because of our poli-
cies here but because of the policies of 
misuse and abuse of endangered species 
laws, of environmental laws, and all 
the lawsuits that go along with them. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 
the gentleman has certainly been a 
true leader on this issue and a pas-
sionate, experienced, and knowledge-
able voice. We appreciate his work on 
the Western Caucus. 

We cannot continue to use a one-size- 
fits-all approach. That often leads to 
mismanagement. The gentleman’s ex-
amples and illustrations bear that out 
to be true, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with him on this issue. 

As I mentioned earlier, the Biden ad-
ministration has proposed a massive 
rollback of recent improvements to the 
ESA, or the Endangered Species Act. 
Many members from the caucus and 
across the country and I are very con-
cerned that these rollbacks will ham-
per our ability to work with local lead-
ers on species recovery. 

I think it is also worth mentioning 
that the administration’s actions are 
in direct contrast to their report on 
the proposed 30 by 30 initiative, which 
aims to conserve 30 percent of our Na-
tion’s lands and waters by the year 
2030. Their report claims that as part of 
this initiative, they will recognize and 
reward voluntary conservation efforts 
of private landowners and recognize 
the contributions of farmers and ranch-
ers, forest owners, and others in rural 
America. Instead, they are looking to 
impose even more Federal restrictions 
on these conservation partners, and 
that is the opposite to the approach 
that we should be taking. 

Madam Speaker, quite frankly, it ig-
nites even greater concerns about the 

administration’s so-called conservation 
initiative. 

Madam Speaker, just to remind you, 
I started off the evening saying that it 
was nearly 50 years ago that President 
Nixon signed the Endangered Species 
Act into law. If you will recall, it was 
designed to do two things: prevent spe-
cies from going extinct and promote 
their recovery back to health and 
healthy populations. 

I think we have heard tonight that 
we can accomplish that, and we need to 
accomplish that. A strong ESA and 
strong recovered species can happen, 
but they don’t have to happen at the 
expense of communities and our econ-
omy. Those two things are not mutu-
ally exclusive. 

I think the arguments, the cases, and 
the illustrations that you have heard 
tonight perfectly allow us to under-
stand that. 

Madam Speaker, I thank all of my 
colleagues from the Western Caucus for 
participating tonight. This is a very 
important issue, something that I 
think all of us in Congress can find a 
lot of common ground on. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle on successful re-
form of the Endangered Species Act. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

HONORING MICHELLE ALLMAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 
of Caribbean Heritage Month, I recog-
nize Michelle Allman. 

Michelle, otherwise known as Coach 
Mea Allman, born in Jamaica, comes 
from a diverse, mixed cultural herit-
age: her father, Costa Rican, and her 
mother, Jamaican, Arawak Indian, 
Scot. She was raised in Canada and 
now resides in Florida. 

She noticed early in her career the 
bullying of young people with cultural 
accents in schools and the general lack 
of awareness about their Caribbean 
heritage. Coach Mea felt a need to be 
part of educating her Caribbean-Amer-
ican community by publishing an on-
line publication called Karibbean 
Under One Magazine in 2008, along with 
her son, Michael Morgan, as cofounder 
and CFO, to show the richness of di-
verse cultures; to be a community liai-
son for other Caribbean organizations 
and businesses to provide resources, 
outreach, disaster relief; and to help 
others to unite and grow our cultural 
awareness in the larger community. 

As a cultural advocate, she is pas-
sionate about building a welcoming 
community with her Women of Kulture 
brand that comes together as commu-
nity leaders to educate, empower, and 
celebrate while keeping their own 
sense of cultural identity. 

As a certified professional life, 
health, and nutrition coach, she en-
courages others to make, meet, and ex-
ceed goals in both their personal and 
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professional lives by using her success 
as a 21-year breast cancer survivor as a 
health advocate to produce and host 
her monthly virtual show, ‘‘G.L.O.W. 
365 = Greater Level of Wellness 365,’’ 
that brings awareness of the latest 
health and wellness information in 
America and the Caribbean islands. 

She also celebrates and honors indi-
viduals who have overcome or continue 
to battle chronic illnesses and condi-
tions with her Ribbons of Survivors 365 
brand that launched in 2014. 

Additionally, she is an empowering 
speaker for KweliWorks and host of 
several virtual shows. And now, she is 
the international cultural ambassador 
for the Orlando International Film 
Festival Lions Club. Her focus this 
year is to provide a platform to cele-
brate Caribbean filmmakers. 

For this and more, Michelle Allman, 
we honor you. 

b 2130 
HONORING RACHELLE R. GRAND-PIERRE 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 
of Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, I would like to recognize 
Rachelle R. Grand-Pierre. 

Rachelle R. Grand-Pierre is the 
founder of RGP Law Firm, a boutique 
immigration law firm in central Flor-
ida specializing in immigration, re-
moval defense, and humanitarian re-
lief. 

Rachelle received her bachelor of 
arts degree in English, creative writ-
ing, at the University of Central Flor-
ida. She earned her Juris Doctor at 
Barry University where she was a 
member of the inaugural class of the 
collaborative family law clinic. 

Rachelle currently serves on the ex-
ecutive board of the Central Florida 
Chapter of the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association as regional vice 
president of Orlando where she liaises 
between the organization and the U.S. 
Immigration and Citizenship Services 
office in Orlando. 

As the daughter of brave, hard-
working, Haitian immigrants, Rachelle 
saw firsthand how immigrants self-
lessly dedicate themselves to providing 
better lives for their families. For this 
reason, Rachelle has a passion for 
fighting for immigrants to have the 
ability to live, love, and work in the 
United States the way she has been 
blessed to do. 

Rachelle has had the opportunity to 
help hundreds of immigrants in her ca-
reer, and she hopes that she will con-
tinue to touch the lives of countless 
others. Even though she is from south 
Florida, Rachelle has called central 
Florida her home for over 14 years. 

When Rachelle is not tirelessly fight-
ing for her clients, she can be found 
traveling, cooking, and spending qual-
ity time with her family. 

For this and more, Ms. Rachelle R. 
Grand-Pierre, we honor you. 

HONORING DOREEN EDWARDS-BARKER 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 

of Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, I would like to recognize Do-
reen Edwards-Barker. 

Originally of Caribbean descent from 
Jamaica West Indies, Doreen Edwards- 
Barker relocated to Boston, Massachu-
setts, in the early seventies. 

Doreen’s philosophy is ‘‘no one is 
useless in this world who lightens the 
burdens of another.’’ She has accom-
plished this by pursuing a nursing de-
gree and attending Bethel Bible Col-
lege. While attending Bethel Bible Col-
lege, Doreen joined a street outreach 
ministry team feeding the homeless on 
the streets. 

Looking at the possibility of a life 
change and an escape from cold win-
ters, Doreen and her husband, Aldwin 
Barker, chose to call Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, their new home in 2002. Imme-
diately, Doreen saw the same need that 
she saw in Boston. She realized helping 
others was the secret to living a 
happier, healthier, and more produc-
tive, and meaningful live. 

Her passion was in her giving. They 
founded Clarita’s House, Inc., and that 
later changed to Clarita’s House Out-
reach Ministry, Inc., or CHOM, as a 
testament to her late mother, Clarity 
Edwards. The outreach ministry has 
covered areas in Orlando for the Coali-
tion For the Homeless as well as now 
in Kissimmee. 

CHOM consistently serves the 
unsheltered and homeless by helping to 
build trust relationships with those 
hardest to reach. They also reach out 
to people living in the woods and home-
less shelters of the community. This is 
done by providing groceries, new and 
gently used clothing, hygiene supplies, 
and down-payment assistance when 
needed. 

CHOM also works with the Infinite 
Scholars Program, facilitating scholar-
ship fairs for more than 500 students 
and their families, resulting in $10 mil-
lion in scholarship offers. 

Doreen has been recognized multiple 
times within the community, even 
though she has never sought recogni-
tion for her work. 

CHOM was awarded the 2021 Best of 
Kissimmee award in the category of 
charity services. Additionally, CHOM 
accepted the Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Central Florida’s selection as 
the 2020 Osceola County Agency of the 
year. 

For this and more, Ms. Doreen 
Edwards-Barker, we honor you. 

HONORING ANDY KING 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 

of Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, I would like to recognize Andy 
King. 

Andy King currently works in the Fi-
nance/Shared Services department for 
the publisher Houghton Mifflin Har-
court. 

For the past 10 years, Andy has 
served as president of the board of di-
rectors of Southchase Parcel 5 Home-
owners Association and served pre-
viously as president of the Southchase 
West Master Homeowners Association. 
His career also allowed for exposure in 
the management of some prominent 
business departments in the private 

and public sectors, such as banking, 
customer service, credit management, 
and a stint in project management 
with New York City’s Department of 
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment. 

He is also a founding member and 
past-president of the Guyanese-Amer-
ican Cultural Association of Central 
Florida, treasurer of the Ann Marie De 
Goveia Scholarship Fund, and imme-
diate past-president and current chair-
man of the advisory board of the Carib-
bean and Floridian Association. 

Andy credits these experiences with 
helping him to lead the call for the pro-
motion and introduction of programs 
and activities that are consistent with 
the desires of the Caribbean-American 
community. 

He was instrumental in launching 
the annual Caribbean Fusion Festival 
in Osceola County, a cultural collabo-
ration between CAFA and the City of 
Kissimmee, and also the annual Tur-
key Giveaway at Thanksgiving in Kis-
simmee. Andy is married and the fa-
ther of two. 

For this and more, Mr. Andy King, 
we honor you. 

HONORING STERLING BLAKE 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 
of Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, I would like to recognize Ster-
ling Blake. 

Hailing from Jamaica West Indies, 
Sterling C. Blake came to the great 
United States of America as a sugar-
cane farmworker. He has resided in 
Kissimmee, Florida, for most of his 
life, where he served as an assistant 
pastor at the Church of God in Christ 
for 24 years. 

Sterling then started a landscaping 
company in 1987, and the company 
grew tremendously. In 1994, Sterling 
Silver Scape & Sod, Inc., was nomi-
nated as the third largest African- 
American business in the central Flor-
ida area, and he was featured in the Or-
lando Business Journal that same year, 
and also in 2006. Sterling was also hon-
ored by the Orange County Minority 
Board department. 

Sterling served on the board of the 
Council on Aging for 10 years and is 
also the pastor of Restore the Path for 
Christ church located in Kissimmee, 
Florida. 

Sterling was also a member of the 
Tuskegee Airmen for over 10 years, and 
his commitment to the Tuskegee Air-
men has afforded him the honor of a 
red jacket. 

Sterling has served his community 
well by feeding the poor, visiting the 
sick in the hospitals, and helping the 
needy. Sterling is known in his com-
munity as an upstanding and honest 
businessman. 

For this and more, Mr. Sterling 
Blake, we honor you. 

HONORING GRACE PEEK-HARRIS 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 
of LGBTQ-plus Pride Month, I would 
like to recognize Ms. Grace Peek-Har-
ris. 
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Ms. Grace Peek-Harris has served the 

central Florida LGBTQ-plus commu-
nity for several years. Grace’s Navy ca-
reer brought her to the region in the 
1990s where she served on several de-
ployments, including Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. In 1998, she transitioned 
from active duty to the reserves and 
joined the Orlando Police Department. 

While at OPD, she became well- 
known as an advocate for LGBTQ-plus 
issues and a friend to the LGBTQ-plus 
community. After the Pulse tragedy, 
Grace was officially appointed as the 
lead LGBTQ liaison where she contin-
ued to foster numerous relationships 
throughout the Orlando area and be-
came the first full-time driver of the 
#0049 Orlando United patrol car. While 
in this role, Grace played an integral 
part in expanding the Safe Place pro-
gram where over 230 Orlando businesses 
display a sticker identifying them as a 
safe place to report LGBTQ crimes. 

In 2019, Grace founded the Gay Offi-
cers Action League of Central Florida, 
GOALcfl, whose mission is to support, 
educate, and promote positive relation-
ships between LGBTQ, law enforce-
ment and the communities they serve. 
Under her leadership as president, 
GOALcfl has become a driving force 
within the community by bridging the 
gap between the two. 

She has led the organization through 
tremendous growth and has supported 
many central Florida LGBTQ-plus non- 
profits. In 2021, GOALcfl hosted their 
first major training event in partner-
ship with the Matthew Shepard Foun-
dation. This day-long program edu-
cated many community advocates, law 
enforcement, and legal personnel on 
current hate crimes legislation. 

Grace retired as a commander from 
the Navy after 23 years and retired as a 
master sergeant from OPD after 20 
years. 

b 2140 

She currently enjoys serving on the 
board of The Center and GOALcfl and 
continuing to volunteer with LGBTQ- 
plus organizations, including Zebra Co-
alition and KindRED Pride Founda-
tion. 

Grace lives in Windermere with her 
wife, Elie and their son, Dylan. 

For this and more, Ms. Grace Peek- 
Harris, we honor you. 

HONORING ELEANOR MCDONOUGH 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of LGBTQ-plus 

Pride Month, I would like to recognize 
Eleanor McDonough. 

Ms. Eleanor McDonough was born 
and raised in Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
Massachusetts, to parents Frank and 
Sally McDonough. She moved to Kis-
simmee, Florida, in 2016 where she 
came out as a transgender woman. She 
currently works as a legislative assist-
ant to Representative Kristen 
Arrington of Kissimmee, Florida, 
House District 43, and is the only out 
transgender person working at the 
Florida Capitol. 

She previously worked for the Flor-
ida Democratic Party as a field orga-

nizer in Osceola County in the Celebra-
tion, Reunion, and Champions Gate 
area. She currently serves as the cor-
responding secretary of the Osceola 
County Democratic Executive Com-
mittee, is the deputy director of Re-
gion 4, central Florida, of the Florida 
LGBTQ-plus Democratic Caucus, is the 
secretary of the Florida Democratic 
Party Diversity and Inclusion Com-
mittee, is the secretary of the Osceola 
County Democratic Women’s Club, and 
is a board member of the Democrats of 
St. Cloud and the Osceola County 
LGBTQ-plus Democratic Caucus. 

She is also passionate about com-
monsense gun reform as a volunteer 
and former social media lead of the 
Osceola County chapter of Moms De-
mand Action. 

In 2019 Eleanor graduated from the 
National Democratic Training Com-
mittee Staff Academy in the digital or-
ganizing track. Before her career in 
politics, she previously worked in the 
technology field for 20 years and was a 
small business owner. 

She has three siblings: her brother 
Joseph McDonough, and her sisters 
Virginia and Siobhan McDonough. She 
is also the proud aunt of nephews Con-
nor Fresia and Gus McDonough. 

Eleanor is working to make the 
world a better place, especially for 
transgender kids. She looks forward to 
serving her community in Kissimmee 
for many years to come. 

For this and more, Ms. Eleanor 
McDonough, we honor you. 

HONORING MANDY KIMMER 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of LGBTQ-plus 

Pride Month I would like to recognize 
Mandy Kimmer. 

Mandy Kimmer, APR, CPRC, is the 
public information officer for Orange 
County Parks and Recreation, having 
worked there for 13 years. 

Born and raised near Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, she earned her BA de-
grees in public relations, journalism, 
and economics from Florida Southern 
College in Lakeland in 1983. 

In 2015 she and friend Karen 
Castelloes cofounded the Zebra Coali-
tion’s Jefferson R. Voss Education 
Fund for LGBTQ-plus students in cen-
tral Florida, establishing an endowed 
scholarship at the University of Cen-
tral Florida and helping direct funds 
from a separate donation for students 
pursuing courses for a GED or tech-
nical and community college. Since the 
inception of this funding, numerous 
students have received thousands of 
dollars in financial assistance to fur-
ther their education. 

After the Pulse tragedy occurred in 
Orlando on June 12, 2016, Mandy formed 
the LGBTQ Pride and Allies of Orange 
County for county colleagues and oth-
ers outside the organization. Knowing 
that people wanted to help and needed 
to heal, she invited LGBT community 
leaders to speak at meetings held in 
Orange County’s administration build-
ing. Topics included volunteer opportu-
nities with Zebra Coalition, civil rights 
work of Equality Florida, community 

involvement of The LGBT-plus Center 
Orlando, personal transgender stories, 
and coming-out experiences of youth 
and adults. Five years later this small 
assembly is now in the process of meet-
ing requirements to become a recog-
nized employee resource group for the 
Orange County government’s 8,000 em-
ployees. 

Mandy has sung first alto and second 
soprano parts in the Orlando Gay Cho-
rus for the past 4 years and is a 9-year 
breast cancer survivor. She is the 
proud mom of sons Matthew Luber, a 
former U.S. marine, and Andrew Luber, 
who is majoring in accounting at the 
University of South Florida in Tampa. 

For this and more, Ms. Mandy 
Kimmer, we honor you. 

HONORING BRANDON WOLF 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of LGBTQ-plus 

Pride Month, I would like to recognize 
Brandon Wolf. 

Life changed for Brandon Wolf when, 
on June 12, 2016, he escaped Pulse 
nightclub with his life. That night a 
gunman murdered 49 mostly LGBTQ 
people of color, including his best 
friends, Drew and Juan, celebrating in 
their safe space. 

In the wake of the tragedy, Brandon 
dedicated his life to honoring the vic-
tims with action. He has become a 
fierce advocate for commonsense gun 
safety reforms, becoming the first sur-
vivor of the shooting to share his testi-
mony before this Congress. He fre-
quently steps forward to share his 
story courageously and demands better 
from lawmakers. 

Brandon has also become an 
unapologetic advocate for LGBTQ civil 
rights, amplifying the voices of 
marginalized people and resisting 
homophobia and transphobia. 

He cofounded The Dru Project, a 
youth-serving organization that has 
given over $100,000 in college funding to 
emerging LGBTQ leaders. Brandon also 
serves as the media relations manager 
for Equality Florida, our State’s larg-
est LGBTQ civil rights organization 

For this and more, Mr. Brandon Wolf, 
we honor you. 

HONORING LISA BARR 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of LGBTQ-plus 

Pride Month, I would like to recognize 
Ms. Lisa Barr. 

Lisa Barr joined the Hope and Help 
Center of Central Florida, Inc., in Au-
gust of 2014 as executive director, prior 
to which she was the vice president of 
development at Habitat for Humanity 
of Brevard County, Florida. Lisa spent 
over 20 years as a Department of De-
fense contractor prior to moving to the 
nonprofit sector. She holds an MBA in 
management from the Johns Hopkins 
University and has a diverse back-
ground in the fields of government de-
fense contracting, business consulting, 
not-for-profit leadership, and fund-
raising. 

Her major career accomplishments 
include leading the expansion of a 
small, grassroots health organization 
into a regional operation with multiple 
satellite locations and successfully 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:45 Jun 15, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14JN7.047 H14JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2744 June 14, 2021 
leading 22 government subcontractors 
to surpass their targets throughout the 
rebuild challenges following the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, attack on the Pen-
tagon. 

Lisa is known throughout the region 
as a thought leader when it comes to 
innovation and new ideas to address 
the area’s health disparities. She has 
recently been featured on WKMG News 
6 for her work on HIV prevention and 
education and the reopening of a new 
medical facility. 

She has contributed to the field of 
HIV and not-for-profit management 
through speaking engagements, 
mentorship of senior organizational 
leaders, and volunteer service on major 
projects, including the United States 
Conference on AIDS. Lisa has fostered 
an environment of excellence, compas-
sion, and service that has earned Hope 
and Health the reputation of the warm 
hug of healthcare. 

In her spare time Lisa enjoys spend-
ing time with her family and friends, 
traveling, and building houses with 
Habitat for Humanity of Brevard Coun-
ty Women Build. 

For this and more, Ms. Lisa Barr, we 
honor you. 

b 2150 

HONORING JOEL JUNIOR MORALES 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor 

of LGBTQ+ Pride Month, I would like 
to recognize Joel Junior Morales. 

Joel Junior Morales—pronouns he, 
him, his, el,—is a proud queer Puerto 
Rican. He is currently the operations 
director for the LGBT+ Center Or-
lando, spearheading efforts to affirm 
and empower the LGBTQ+ community. 

Morales served as a victim service 
navigator during the aftermath of the 
Pulse nightclub shooting on June 12, 
2016. He assisted more than 900 individ-
uals and 255 families, alongside 50 other 
government, community, and business 
organizations at the Family Assistance 
Center, which transitioned to being 
what is known now as the Orlando 
United Assistance, currently under 
Joel’s leadership. 

He was instrumental in creating the 
Central Florida LGBTQ+ Relief Fund, a 
collaboration of several LGBTQ organi-
zations and mutual aid fund that 
helped over 700 LGBTQ+ families dur-
ing the peak of the pandemic in 2020. 

Throughout volunteerism, a long-
standing community builder, Joel is 
one of the cofounders of QLatinx, a 
grassroots racial, social, and gender 
justice organization dedicated to the 
advancement and empowerment of the 
LGBTQ+ Latinx community. 

He also serves on many community 
boards, including grant committee 
member for Contigo Fund, stakeholder 
forum for the National Mass Violence 
Victimization Resource Center, leader-
ship team for the American Cancer So-
ciety, and others. 

An advocate for survivors, he was 
trained and certified with the Florida 
Crisis Response Team. Joel is also the 
regional chapter coordinator for Crime 

Survivors for Safety and Justice. He 
advocated and organized around Flor-
ida House bill 7125. The new Florida 
policy improves the probation system, 
gets Floridians back to work, and re-
moves barriers to victims’ compensa-
tion. 

In addition, Joel has recently joined 
the Office for Victims of Crime Train-
ing and Technical Assistance Center as 
a consultant under the Antiterrorism 
and Emergency Assistance Program, 
working closely with other trauma 
centers around the Nation. He aims to 
continue his efforts through social jus-
tice and advocacy. 

For this and more, Mr. Joel Junior 
Morales, we honor you. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. GRIFFITH (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
family matters. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow morning for 
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business. 

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 51 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 15, 2021, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear ( or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 117th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

MELANIE A. STANSBURY, First Dis-
trict of New Mexico. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1334. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant General Counsel, Division of Regulatory 
Services, Office of Postsecondary Education, 
Department of Education, transmitting the 
Department’s Major final regulations — Eli-
gibility To Receive Emergency Financial Aid 
Grants to Students Under the Higher Edu-
cation Emergency Relief Programs [Docket 
ID: ED-2020-OPE-0078] (RIN: 1840-AD62) re-
ceived June 8, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

EC–1335. A letter from the Chairman, 
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 23-575, ‘‘Transfer of Jurisdic-
tion of Lot 901 within Square 620 Approval 
Resolution of 2020’’, pursuant to Public Law 
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

EC–1336. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Center for Clinical Standards and 
Quality, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, transmitting the Center’s Major in-
terim final rule — Medicare and Medicaid 
Programs; COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements 
for Long-Term Care (LTC) Facilities and In-
termediate Care Facilities for Individuals 
with Intellectual Disabilities (ICFs-IID) 
Residents, Clients, and Staff [CMS-3414-IFC] 
(RIN: 0938-AU57) received June 8, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MEEKS: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. Supplemental report on H.R. 256. A bill 
to repeal the Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 
(Rept. 117–56 Pt. 2). 

Mr. MCGOVERN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 473. A resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 256) to re-
peal the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002; pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1187) 
to provide for disclosure of additional mate-
rial information about public companies and 
establish a Sustainable Finance Advisory 
Committee, and for other purposes; and for 
other purposes (Rept. 117–59). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. TAKANO: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 239. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for limita-
tions on copayments for contraception fur-
nished by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes (Rept. 117–60). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DEFAZIO: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 539. A bill to 
amend the Disaster Recovery Reform Act of 
2018 to require the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency to 
waive certain debts owed to the United 
States related to covered assistance provided 
to an individual or household, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 117–61, Pt. 1). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on the Budget discharged 
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June 14, 2021 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H2744
June 14, 2021, on pages H2744 and H2745, the following appeared: DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, discharged from further consideration. Committee on the Budget referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. The online version has been corrected to read: DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the Committee on the Budget discharged from further consideration. H.R. 539 referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
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